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This Advent we invite you to spend time preparing for Christmas with the Gospel
readings for each day. We would like to thank our 25 contributors who are from
all over the Diocese of Leeds. These include members of the youth leadership
team, The Twelve, as well as clergy, young people and adults from parishes and
schools.
In this booklet you will find the Gospel passage for each day of Advent and a
short reflection on it. You may find the method outlined below useful to help you
to engage with the scripture.

Lectio Divina
1. What does the passage say? (Lectio)

Words: What is the passage about?
The Encounter: Who is involved?
The Place: Where are they?
The Emotions: What are they feeling?

2. Thinking about the Scripture (Meditatio)
What does the passage say to me?
A word that stands out for me.
A feeling that touches me.

3. Prayer (Oratio)
What do I now want to say to God?
Ask for His help – for yourself and for those close to you
Thank Him
Praise Him
Be still and adore Him

4. Reflection (Contemplatio)
Be still
Listen to God
What will I do now?
How will I change?
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Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never

know when the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone

from home, and left his servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has

told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know

when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn;

if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I

say to all: Stay awake!’ 
Mark 13:33-37

Sunday 29th November 2020

Stay awake!
If you’ve ever experienced an Ofsted inspection at school, there’s a definite sense ofanticipation: When will they come? Are we ready? Is there anything else we should bedoing? What will they say when they finally come?
If teachers were to sit by the phone all day waiting for the call to come, they’d go outof their minds! They might as well carry on and do their best. When they come, theinspectors will see that they’re working hard. If teachers wait until the phone call tostart planning and teaching properly, they’ll almost certainly get caught out and failthe inspection.
 It’s the same with Advent and Jesus. We know that Jesus will come again, but wedon’t know when. Jesus is reminding  us to always be ready – He could come backtoday, next month, or in a million years! If we wait until He returns, we might also getcaught out. Let’s stay awake and be ready now and always, so that we too can saywe’ve tried our best!

 Fr Marc HomseyDirector of the Youth Service/ Chaplain to Leeds Universities and LTU
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Monday 30th November 2020
As Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who wascalled Peter, and his brother Andrew; they were making a cast in the lake with theirnet, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me and I will make youfishers of men.’ And they left their nets at once and followed him. Going on fromthere he saw another pair of brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John;they were in their boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he calledthem. At once, leaving the boat and their father, they followed him.

Matthew 4:18-22

Jesus was launching his public ministry and looking for people to join his team. He knew

the next 3 years would be incredibly demanding. He was looking ahead towards adulation

from the crowds, condemnation from the authorities and crucifixion at the end.

So, who did he choose to help him face this daunting journey? Four fishermen from

Galilee. They were 4 working class northerners, who wouldn’t have had much money or

status, academic or religious qualifications. In many ways, they were just ordinary

people. But Jesus looked beyond the superficial to recognise their extraordinary

potential and called them to join his team. Through their actions - dropping the nets,

leaving their boats, walking with Jesus – the four fishermen answered that call.

The same is true for us today. No matter your background, your circumstances, how you

feel about yourself or what others think about you, the truth is that you too are a person

of extraordinary potential. Jesus sees that. Every day he personally invites you to join his

team and take an action to help someone near you or make the world a better place.

This Advent, why not take a moment each day to appreciate your extraordinary potential,

reflect on what Jesus is personally inviting you to do and identify the action you are going

to take to answer the call?
Thomas Chigbo

Mother of Unfailing Help Parish



Filled with joy by the Holy Spirit, Jesus said:

‘I bless you, Father, Lord of heaven and of earth, for hiding these things from the

learned and the clever and revealing them to mere children. Yes, Father, for that

is what it pleased you to do. Everything has been entrusted to me by my Father;

and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is

except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.’

Then turning to his disciples he spoke to them in private, ‘Happy the eyes that

see what you see, for I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what

you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it.’
Luke 10:21-24

Tuesday 1st December 2020

This passage is explaining to us the difference between listening and hearing. Theword “children” is used symbolically for any person willing to listen and learn. Itshows us that we do not have to be neither a wise man nor a genius for us tounderstand God’s love for us; we simply have to be open to the endlesspossibilities of God’s mercy and love.  It explains to us that everyone can listen butonly those openly listening can truly hear. 

It also helps us to understand that we should be grateful for the ability of not onlylistening but more importantly of hearing God.
Roisin

Member of The Twelve
St Mary's and St Monica's Parish
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Wednesday 2nd December 2020
Jesus reached the shores of the Sea of Galilee, and he went up into the hills. He sat there,and large crowds came to him bringing the lame, the crippled, the blind, the dumb andmany others; these they put down at his feet, and he cured them. The crowds wereastonished to see the dumb speaking, the cripples whole again, the lame walking and theblind with their sight, and they praised the God of Israel.
But Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I feel sorry for all these people; they havebeen with me for three days now and have nothing to eat. I do not want to send them offhungry, they might collapse on the way.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Where could we getenough bread in this deserted place to feed such a crowd?’ Jesus said to them, ‘How manyloaves have you?’ ‘Seven’ they said ‘and a few small fish.’ Then he instructed the crowd tosit down on the ground, and he took the seven loaves and the fish, and he gave thanks andbroke them and handed them to the disciples, who gave them to the crowds. They all ate asmuch as they wanted, and they collected what was left of the scraps, seven baskets full.

Matthew 15:29-37

Jesus is extremely compassionate towards those who surrender at His Feet - all their

sorrows, weaknesses and worries. If, we could only give our total surrender to Him,

Jesus would answer all our prayers. Confessing our sins and total obedience is the key.

In the Holy Scriptures, the number ‘Seven’ is of great significance. It symbolises

‘Completion’. Here, it signifies complete salvation and overflowing blessings (seven

baskets-full of left-over food), received by everyone who gives their lives to Jesus. 

As we prepare for Christmas, we should also offer every part of lives, totally to Jesus.

Just as the Three Kings offered gifts of their own choices, we could offer every one of

our worries, sorrows and issues to Jesus. Jesus will lift them all to God Almighty and will

bring us every blessing we could ever need. Satisfied and over-flowing!
Om

Member of The Twelve
Holy Redeemer Parish



Jesus said to his disciples: ‘It is not those who say to me, “Lord, Lord,” who will

enter the kingdom of heaven, but the person who does the will of my Father in

heaven. Therefore, everyone who listens to these words of mine and acts on

them will be like a sensible man who built his house on rock. Rain came down,

floods rose, gales blew and hurled themselves against that house, and it did

not fall: it was founded on rock. But everyone who listens to these words of

mine and does not act on them will be like a stupid man who built his house on

sand. Rain came down, floods rose, gales blew and struck that house, and it

fell; and what a fall it had!’
Matthew 7:21,24-27

Thursday 3rd December 2020

Jesus is urging us all to build our faith on a firm foundation. There will be times inour lives when our faith is tested - for instance when we lose someone close to us,when we see natural disasters with a huge loss of life, and all around us are asking"How can there be a loving God when He stands by and watches this happen?" Ourfaith can be shaken at such times as this pandemic when we are surrounded byillness spreading across the entire world. Without that firmness of faith, we couldso easily be persuaded to abandon our trust in God.
Our faith, our belief in God, needs to be solid, built upon a knowledge of God'steachings and nurtured by prayer. As we prepare for Christmas, maybe we couldtake the time to discern the will of God and to follow it by living our lives helping,supporting, and comforting others who are in need.

Emma Nicholson
Administrator for the Vicariate for Education

Our Lady and All Saints Parish
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Friday 4th December 2020
As Jesus went on his way two blind men followed him shouting, ‘Take pity onus, Son of David.’ And when Jesus reached the house the blind men came upwith him and he said to them, ‘Do you believe I can do this?’ They said, ‘Sir, wedo.’ Then he touched their eyes saying, ‘Your faith deserves it, so let this bedone for you.’ And their sight returned. Then Jesus sternly warned them, ‘Takecare that no one learns about this.’ But when they had gone, they talked abouthim all over the countryside.

Matthew 9:27-31

Jesus puts the two blind men to the test by asking ‘do you believe I can do

this?’ Jesus asks this, not to reject them but to strengthen their faith and

put their trust in him. Their faith grew as they responded ‘yes sir, we do'.

Faith is a God-given gift to help us know his truth and to help us understand

his love for us. This helps us prepare for Christmas because it helps us to

learn to see and listen to God’s word with understanding. And also, it

teaches us to see deeply into Jesus' life starting from the Manger in

Bethlehem.
Sam

Member of The Twelve
St Paulinus' Parish



Jesus made a tour through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues,

proclaiming the Good News of the kingdom and curing all kinds of diseases and

sickness.
And when he saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because they were harassed

and dejected, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The

harvest is rich but the labourers are few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send

labourers to his harvest.’
He summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over unclean spirits

with power to cast them out and to cure all kinds of diseases and sickness. These

twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them as follows: ‘Go rather to the lost sheep of

the House of Israel. And as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at

hand. Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. You

received without charge, give without charge.’
Matthew 9:35-10:1,5,6-8

Saturday 5th December 2020

God is compassion and love.  It is for this reason that He sent Jesus to be with us onearth – God and man.  This passage from Matthew’s gospel shows us Jesus’ powerand how He uses it, not to glorify Himself, or to gain popularity, but to relieve peopleof suffering and to bring healing.  
Jesus commissions the twelve to gather the lost sheep, proclaim the kingdom, curethe sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers and cast out devils.  This is our job too.  We are blessed with the freely given gifts of faith and it's our job to share Jesus’abundant love in the world.

Jessica Wilkinson
Diocese of Leeds Youth Co-ordinator
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Sunday 6th December 2020
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in thebook of the prophet Isaiah:

Look, I am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way.
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.

and so it was that John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism ofrepentance for the forgiveness of sins. All Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem madetheir way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they confessedtheir sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild honey. Inthe course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is morepowerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I havebaptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’
Mark 1:1-8

You can imagine that it would been a very empowering thing to have throngs of people

flock to you, like they did to John. Mark tells us that ‘All Judea and all the people of

Jerusalem’ came to him for baptism. God had given John one of the most important

jobs in the history of Mankind, prepare the way for the coming of Jesus.   But John was

not fazed by this, nor the ever growing crowds – He remained humble to God, wearing

him camel skin robe he knew ‘it’s not about me’. 

At Christmas time, it can be very easy to forget humility. “I wonder what presents I’m

going to get?” “I want a big turkey this year!”– so easily we slip into thinking only of

ourselves and what we want. But, as John knew, it’s not about us. John used the his

time to help others at the cost of comfort and selfish desires. Maybe this Christmas,

we can all do the same.
Ed McDonagh

Mother of Unfailing Help Parish



Jesus was teaching one day, and among the audience there were Pharisees

and doctors of the Law who had come from every village in Galilee, from

Judaea and from Jerusalem. And the Power of the Lord was behind his

works of healing. Then some men appeared, carrying on a bed a paralysed

man whom they were trying to bring in and lay down in front of him. But as

the crowd made it impossible to find a way of getting him in, they went up

on to the flat roof and lowered him and his stretcher down through the tiles

into the middle of the gathering, in front of Jesus. Seeing their faith he said,

‘My friend, your sins are forgiven you.’ The scribes and the Pharisees began

to think this over. ‘Who is this man talking blasphemy? Who can forgive sins

but God alone?’ But Jesus, aware of their thoughts, made them this reply,

‘What are these thoughts you have in your hearts? Which of these is easier:

to say, “Your sins are forgiven you” or to say, “Get up and walk”? But to prove

to you that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,’ – he said to

the paralysed man – ‘I order you: get up, and pick up your stretcher and go

home.’ And immediately before their very eyes he got up, picked up what he

had been lying on and went home praising God.

They were all astounded and praised God, and were filled with awe, saying,

‘We have seen strange things today.’
Luke 5:17-26

Monday 7th December 2020
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In this reading, we see the true nature and power of Jesus. Despite thethoughts and beliefs of religious authorities in the time, Jesus stillwashed away the sins of the paralysed man and healed him. Reflecting oncurrent situations we may see ourselves falling upon hardships and seethis as some punishment from God. As when this reading took placepeople who were sick were said to have sinned and received illness aspunishment. However, through this reading, we can see this is not thecase. Moments of struggling is the true test of someone's faith and weshouldn’t shy away from it. Especially in the current state of the world alot of us are going through things but we shouldn’t be afraid to ask forhelp. Just like the people who brought the paralysed man to Jesus withtheir faith they asked. So during this time talk to anyone family, friends,teachers, a prayer may just be the striking match that can keep the candlealight. Faith and belief is one very powerful flame.
Alyssa

Member of The Twelve
St Martin de Porres Parish



Tuesday 8th December 2020

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin

betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary.

He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was

deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the

angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to

conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called

Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will

rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Mary said to the

angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon

you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you with its shadow.

And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: your kinswoman

Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom people called barren

is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the

Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angel left her.
Luke 1:26-38

In this passage we hear how God chose Mary to bring his only son into the world. Godhad a plan for Mary, which was much greater than she could ever have imagined.This is something God has for us too! Just like he called Mary, He is calling us tobecome more than we are right now. 
In the lead up to Christmas, this passage reminds us how generous God is and hownothing is impossible to Him. It also reminds us that we don’t need to worry, becauseHis plans for us are even better than the ones we have imagined.

Charlotte Fletcher
Leeds Universities Catholic Chaplaincy
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Wednesday 9th December 2020
Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I willgive you rest. Shoulder my yoke and learn from me, for I am gentle andhumble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. Yes, my yoke is easyand my burden light.’

Matthew 11:28-30

Here Jesus is telling us to come to him, to find rest in him, and he does not

mean have a nap! He is telling us to give ourselves to him, heart and soul, to

trust him to take our worries, our sins, so we can rest in his love

unburdened by sin and the turmoil that life can bring. The Yoke we are

asked to shoulder are the Laws we live by as followers of Christ, these are

made light as we bask in the love of Christ. 

This verse is especially important for us during Advent as we are preparing

ourselves for the coming of Christ; he is opening his arms and heart to us

when he says ‘Come to me’ it is up to us whether we do or not.

Carmen Pearce
Lay Chaplain

St Wilfrid's Catholic Academy



Thursday 10th December 2020

Jesus spoke to the crowds: ‘I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of

women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is. Since John the Baptist came, up to

this present time, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence and

the violent are taking it by storm. Because it was towards John that all the

prophecies of the prophets and of the Law were leading; and he, if you will

believe me, is the Elijah who was to return. If anyone has ears to hear, let him

listen!’ Matthew 11:11-15

Jesus begins by telling us that there is no one greater than John the Baptist. Johnwas the last prophet before the arrival of the Messiah and therefore he was able toexperience what all the other prophets were looking forward to, he bore witness toJesus on Earth. John also went against what was expected of him by society and indoing so prepared the way for God’s people to be able to repent and enter into God’skingdom. So why is John not the greatest in heaven?  Jesus is reminding us that ourstatus on Earth has no bearing on our position in heaven because we are all equal inthe eyes of God. This also reminds us that as Christians we are called to do what wecan to support those who are considered the least in our society .It has been such astrange and challenging year for everyone so it is even more important that we dowhat we can to help those in need in this time of Advent as we prepare forChristmas.

Rachael Flood
Ss Peter and Paul's Parish
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Friday 11th December 2020
Jesus spoke to the crowds: ‘What description can I find for this generation? Itis like children shouting to each other as they sit in the market place:“We played the pipes for you,
and you wouldn’t dance;
we sang dirges,
and you wouldn’t be mourners.”
‘For John came, neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He is possessed.”The Son of Man came, eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and adrunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” Yet wisdom has been provedright by her actions.’

Matthew 11:16-19

It is so very easy to criticize another person.  We see their actions, we hear their

words, we read their expression and we think we know everything.  However, what

this passage teaches us is that we cannot see the individual’s heart and therefore

cannot appreciate what other people are going through. Here, Jesus is teaching us

the virtues of patience and understanding, but most importantly love. 

Love is so important, especially in the lead up to Christmas: the birth of Christ- the

ultimate symbol of God’s love for humanity. Therefore, we must strive to be kind,

gracious and non-judgemental and to treat each other with the love God has

blessed us with in order to properly prepare ourselves to receive Christ into our

hearts.  Amen.
Ronan

Member of The Twelve
Mother of Unfailing Help Parish



Saturday 12th December 2020

As they came down from the mountain the disciples put this question to

Jesus, ‘Why do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first?’ ‘True;’ he replied

‘Elijah is to come to see that everything is once more as it should be; however,

I tell you that Elijah has come already and they did not recognise him but

treated him as they pleased; and the Son of Man will suffer similarly at their

hands.’ The disciples understood then that he had been speaking of John the

Baptist. Matthew 17:10-13

Today’s Gospel is all about knowing that somebody important is coming. Jesus’
disciples ask about the ancient prophet Elijah. For Jews, the return of Elijah was
the sure sign that the Chosen One, God Himself, was at hand. By Jesus responding
that ‘Elijah has come already’, he reminds them of what they’ve just seen on the
mountain top in the transfiguration, but also makes the connection with John the
Baptist. Elijah speaks through the words of John the Baptist and because Elijah
has come, they can be sure that the Messiah is most certainly at hand.
This passage teaches us first and foremost that Jesus is truly the Messiah! It also
reminds us that it’s time to get ready as somebody important is coming. Am I
ready? Am I set up and open to welcoming Jesus into my life this Christmas and
make central space for Him in my life?
The Messiah is coming and He is coming to love us, to save us, to transform us, to
teach us and to be with us. Do this Christmas, let’s get ready to be with Him!

Hannah Hayward
Coordinating Lay Chaplain at Leeds Trinity University
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Sunday 13th December 2020
A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he
declared quite openly, ‘I am not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked ‘are you
Elijah?’ ‘I am not’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they said
to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an answer to those who sent us.
What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah
prophesied:
a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further
question to him, ‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah,
and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands
among you – unknown to you – the one who is coming after me; and I am not
fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the
Jordan, where John was baptising.

John 1:6-8,19-28



A man sent by God: this is the secret of John’s greatness. He knows

who he’s not, and that’s why he also knows who he is. He isn’t God, he

isn’t Christ, he is “only” one who has been sent by God to prepare the

way for His coming. This really is Good News for us: we can learn from

John that we don’t need to “be” God. In the midst of this pandemic, in

the midst of our struggles, or simply in our daily lives we don’t need to

pretend to be God. Not everything is under our control, and this is

actually great news because this frees us from solitude and anxiety.

Today John teaches us that we need to make space for God in our

heart, we need to prepare the way for Christ to come into our lives,

guide, support and love us. We don’t need to be superheroes saving

lives, we rather need to be ourselves, with our weaknesses, joys and

sorrows and let Christ be our Saviour, in His own way, and shine

through our redeemed lives.

Then, and only then, we can be, together with St John the Baptist,

someone who ‘came as a witness, a witness to speak for the light’.

Happy Advent, and let us make space for Christ in our lives!

Carmen Costanza

Leeds Universities Catholic Society President
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Monday 14th December 2020
Jesus had gone into the Temple and was teaching, when the chief priests andthe elders of the people came to him and said, ‘What authority have you foracting like this? And who gave you this authority?’ ‘And I’ replied Jesus ‘will askyou a question, only one; if you tell me the answer to it, I will then tell you myauthority for acting like this. John’s baptism: where did it come from: heaven orman?’ And they argued it out this way among themselves, ‘If we say from heaven,he will retort, “Then why did you refuse to believe him?”; but if we say from man,we have the people to fear, for they all hold that John was a prophet.’ So theirreply to Jesus was, ‘We do not know.’ And he retorted, ‘Nor will I tell you myauthority for acting like this.’

Matthew 21:23-27

In this reading, the chief priests and elders asked Jesus who had given Him

authority to teach and act in the way He did, the answer to which we know is God.

They were willing to question Jesus, but they were not willing to answer questions

themselves for fear of what other people thought. This showed Jesus that they

were not ready to hear the truth about Him.

This truth is that Jesus is fully God and fully man - by asking whether John’s

baptisms came from heaven or from man, Jesus makes the people he is speaking

with consider the two together. This is of course the point of Christmas, that God

was born a man – Advent is the time when we prepare ourselves to celebrate this.

Madeline Woods
Lay Chaplain

St Bede's & St Joseph's Catholic College



Tuesday 15th December 2020
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, ‘What is your opinion? A man

had two sons. He went and said to the first, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard

today.” He answered, “I will not go,” but afterwards thought better of it and went. The

man then went and said the same thing to the second who answered, “Certainly, sir,”

but did not go. Which of the two did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said

to them, ‘I tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their way into

the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a pattern of true

righteousness, but you did not believe him, and yet the tax collectors and prostitutes

did. Even after seeing that, you refused to think better of it and believe in him.’

Matthew 21:28-32

In this scripture, Jesus tells us how important it is to be active in our faith. When sayingwe will be faithful to God, we should act on this decision instead of just intending to befaithful. Jesus says that the tax collectors and prostitutes who are rejected by societyare closer to entering God’s kingdom because they believe and are open to the word ofGod, even if they didn’t say they were at first. And yet the chief priests and elders whoare some of the most respected in their society are actually those who aren’t as close tothe kingdom of god because they didn’t act on their promises.
Ultimately, Jesus’ message is that actions are so much more important than words, andas Christians we have said yes to God and so we should be faithful to him.In the lead up to Christmas, it is important that we act on our promises to both God andthe people around us. It is important to actively practise our faith, now more than ever,in this time of uncertainty because it will lead us closer to God.

Eleanor
Member of The Twelve

Ss Peter and Paul's Parish
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Wednesday 16th December 2020
John, summoning two of his disciples, sent them to the Lord to ask, ‘Are you theone who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?’ When the men reachedJesus they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to you, to ask, “Are you the one whois to come or have we to wait for someone else?”’ It was just then that he curedmany people of diseases and afflictions and of evil spirits, and gave the gift ofsight to many who were blind. Then he gave the messengers their answer, ‘Goback and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind see again, the lamewalk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, the GoodNews is proclaimed to the poor and happy is the man who does not lose faith inme.’

Luke 7:19-23

John the Baptist was the last of the prophets, before the birth of Our Saviour, Jesus

Christ. He has been waiting for the Saviour, for a long while. During John’s mission

of repentance of the people, he has taught the Scriptures to his disciples. The

Jewish scriptures identifies the signs of the Saviour of Israel, very clearly. Now, it is

time!! The passage here teaches us to be patient and wait for the ‘arrival’ of all the

answers to our prayers, through Jesus Christ. 

We, in preparation of the Birth of Christ, we too need to spend time with the Word

of God (The Bible), wait patiently to ‘hear His Voice’ and in the end of our wait, we

will receive the blessings of all our answered prayers; in abundance. We, copy

John’s confidence in the Coming of the Saviour, into our lives.
Aman

Member of The Twelve
Holy Redeemer Parish



Thursday 17th December 2020
A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham:

Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers,

Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar being their mother,

Perez was the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram was the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon was the father of Boaz, Rahab being his mother,

Boaz was the father of Obed, Ruth being his mother,

Obed was the father of Jesse;
and Jesse was the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife,

Solomon was the father of Rehoboam,

Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa,

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
Joram the father of Azariah,
Azariah was the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,
Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh,.

Manasseh the father of Amon,
Amon the father of Josiah;
and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers.

Then the deportation to Babylon took place.

After the deportation to Babylon:
Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,

Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud,
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Abiud the father of Eliakim,
Eliakim the father of Azor,
Azor was the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Achim,
Achim the father of Eliud,
Eliud was the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
Matthan the father of Jacob;
and Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary;
of her was born Jesus who is called Christ.
The sum of generations is therefore: fourteen from Abraham to David; fourteenfrom David to the Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from the Babyloniandeportation to Christ.

Matthew 1:1-17

Genealogy was a big deal in Jesus’ time. Genealogy could demand respect from peers.

Even the poor could boast about ancestors long passed away as they believed that the

qualities of character in one’s ancestors were to be found in that person.

Matthew started by saying “son of David, son of Abraham” In this title, Matthew implied his

vision of Jesus, heir to the Davidic covenant and faithful Jew. In other words, Jesus was

the King who would sit on the throne of David and would perfectly fulfil the Torah. It is very

interesting to read about Christ’s own ancestors, because they were not perfect people.

Jesus’ bloodline included people like King David, who was both a murderer and an

adulterer and although majority of the people mentioned are male figures, we hear the

name of some women, By mentioning Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth, Matthew acknowledged the

place of women in salvation history even though their lives weren’t perfect God used all of

that so that our saviour might be born. The genealogy of Jesus should bring us hope as we

see what God has done with all this people he sure can do it to us too this advent so that at

the end of Advent, we can experience the depth of His love for each one of us, as he was

born into the flesh of a human family to save us all.
Carmen

St Jeanne Jugan Parish



Friday 18th December 2020
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to

Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with child

through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of honour and wanting to

spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to

do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has

conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and

you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from

their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the

prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.’ When Joseph woke up he did what the angel

of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home.
Matthew 1:18-24

In the gospel Joseph is described as a kind and generous man who works hard.This part of Joseph is revealed through this reading, although becoming a fatherto Jesus was not part of his plan, he realised that he was given a very importantpart to play in the history of Salvation. Joseph shows full trust in God as he obeyedGod’s wish without any hesitation and put himself at the service of Jesus and theVirgin Mary. As Catholics we can learn from the scripture as it teaches us that wemust have full trust in God and his plans for our lives although at times it mayseems to be something we didn’t wish to happen to us.
Julia

Member of The Twelve
St Walburga's Parish
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Saturday 19th December 2020
In the days of King Herod of Judaea there lived a priest called Zechariah whobelonged to the Abijah section of the priesthood, and he had a wife, Elizabeth byname, who was a descendant of Aaron. Both were worthy in the sight of God, andscrupulously observed all the commandments and observances of the Lord. Butthey were childless: Elizabeth was barren and they were both getting on in years.Now it was the turn of Zechariah’s section to serve, and he was exercising hispriestly office before God when it fell to him by lot, as the ritual custom was, toenter the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense there. And at the hour of incense thewhole congregation was outside, praying.

Then there appeared to him the angel of the Lord, standing on the right of thealtar of incense. The sight disturbed Zechariah and he was overcome with fear.But the angel said to him, ‘Zechariah, do not be afraid, your prayer has beenheard. Your wife Elizabeth is to bear you a son and you must name him John. Hewill be your joy and delight and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be greatin the sight of the Lord; he must drink no wine, no strong drink. Even from hismother’s womb he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, and he will bring back manyof the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah, hewill go before him to turn the hearts of fathers towards their children and thedisobedient back to the wisdom that the virtuous have, preparing for the Lord apeople fit for him.’
Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and mywife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel who stand in God’spresence, and I have been sent to speak to you and bring you this good news.Listen! Since you have not believed my words, which will come true at theirappointed time, you will be silenced and have no power of speech until this hashappened.’ 



Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah and were surprised that he

stayed in the sanctuary so long. When he came out he could not speak to them,

and they realised that he had received a vision in the sanctuary. But he could

only make signs to them, and remained dumb.

When his time of service came to an end he returned home. Some time later his

wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept to herself. ‘The Lord has

done this for me’ she said ‘now that it has pleased him to take away the

humiliation I suffered among men.’

Luke 1:5-25

What a shocking thing to happen to Zechariah! Putting myself into Zechariah’sshoes, I think I would question the Angel Gabriel too. When we are told somethingso unbelievable it’s very easy for us to be sceptical and for us to doubt God.However, this passage tells us to have complete faith in God as nothing isimpossible for Him and He does great things for us each and every day. 

This passage teaches us to trust, have faith and actively believe in God, as wejourney through Advent and prepare the way for the birth of Jesus, sharing thegreat gifts and opportunities that God has given us!

Ryan Wilkinson
Diocese of Leeds Youth Officer
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Sunday 20th December 2020
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virginbetrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name wasMary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ Shewas deeply disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could mean,but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won God’s favour. Listen! Youare to conceive and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and willbe called Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestorDavid; he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.’ Marysaid to the angel, ‘But how can this come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit willcome upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the Most High will cover you withits shadow. And so the child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know this too: yourkinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, herself conceived a son, and she whom peoplecalled barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is impossible to God.’ ‘I am thehandmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the angelleft her.

Luke 1:26-38

I never tire of reflecting on the scene of the Angel visiting Our Lady to announce that

she has been chosen to bear the child Jesus.  Our Lady is a great role model.  “She

was certainly deeply disturbed” by the Angel telling her she’s “highly favoured” by God

- her reaction is a “why me?”  Yet she’s not afraid to question: “But how can this come

about”?  But having heard that beautiful response “nothing is impossible to God”,

Mary says yes. A “yes” which makes possible the gift of Jesus this Christmas – Jesus

our hope when the future seems uncertain, our strength during our struggles and our

prince of peace for the new year.
Fr Henry Longbottom

St John Vianney Parish



Monday 21st December 2020

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in the hill country of

Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and Elizabeth was

filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women you are

the most blessed, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be

honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For the moment your

greeting reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is

she who believed that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’

Luke 1:39-45

This passage communicates to us Elizabeth’s joy when receiving Mary into her
home, and how she felt blessed and humbled in the presence of Jesus. Elizabeth
therefore provides for us an example of how we should joyfully anticipate Jesus’
birth during Advent and feel ‘honoured’ to have his presence with us always. Within
the passage, Elizabeth also says: ‘blessed is she who believed that the promise
made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’ Through this we are reminded to
continually have faith in God; that though sometimes the tasks we undertake are
difficult, He will always support us and share in our burden.

Lucy
Member of The Twelve

Mary, Mother of God Parish
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Tuesday 22nd December 2020
Mary said:
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord
and my spirit exults in God my saviour;
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid.
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed,
for the Almighty has done great things for me.
Holy is his name, 
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him.
He has shown the power of his arm,
he has routed the proud of heart.
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly.
The hungry he has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away.
He has come to the help of Israel his servant, mindful of his mercy
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors –
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home.

Luke 1:46-56

When I read or hear this Bible verse I am reminded of the Magnificat, also known as the

Canticle of Mary, which is included in Evening Prayer of the hours, the official prayer of

the Church.
The Magnificat is a song both of Mary the Mother of God and of the entire People of God

for the graces received and the Salvation won for us through Christ. Reflecting Hannah’s

Canticle we hear in 1 Samuel 2:1-10, The Magnificat expresses praise and joy, recalls God’s

faithfulness to his people, and affirms the virtues of humility and mercy. The prayer

‘magnifies’ God for what He has done for Mary, his humble and faithful handmaiden.

Today I pray then for all of our hearts to be open to receiving the Joy, Humility and Mercy

of God.
Liam Riley

St Joseph's Parish, Batley Carr



Wednesday 23rd December 2020
The time came for Elizabeth to have her child, and she gave birth to a son; and

when her neighbours and relations heard that the Lord had shown her so great a

kindness, they shared her joy.
Now on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; they were going to call

him Zechariah after his father, but his mother spoke up. ‘No,’ she said ‘he is to be

called John.’ They said to her, ‘But no one in your family has that name’, and

made signs to his father to find out what he wanted him called. The father asked

for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And they were all astonished.

At that instant his power of speech returned and he spoke and praised God. All

their neighbours were filled with awe and the whole affair was talked about

throughout the hill country of Judaea. All those who heard of it treasured it in

their hearts. ‘What will this child turn out to be?’ they wondered. And indeed the

hand of the Lord was with him.
Luke 1:57-66

This passage tells us of how John the Baptist got his name. This passage teachesus to stay with God’s plan and to not be afraid to speak of his plan for us. Elizabethand Zechariah were not afraid to contradict everyone in order to follow God’s planfor the name of their new born child. Both of them could have gone witheveryone’s opinion of calling him Zechariah like his father to avoid any questions.

It can help us prepare for Christmas by being willing to open our hearts to God'swill before our own and even others.

Rosa
St Jeanne Jugan Parish
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Thursday 24th December 2020
John’s father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke thisprophecy:
‘Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel
for he has visited his people, he has come to their rescue
and he has raised up for us a power for salvation
in the House of his servant David,
even as he proclaimed,
by the mouth of his holy prophets from ancient times,
that he would save us from our enemies
and from the hands of all who hate us.
Thus he shows mercy to our ancestors,
thus he remembers his holy covenant
the oath he swore
to our father Abraham
that he would grant us, free from fear,
to be delivered from the hands of our enemies,
to serve him in holiness and virtue
in his presence, all our days.
And you, little child,
you shall be called Prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord
to prepare the way for him,
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to give his people knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins;
this by the tender mercy of our God
who from on high will bring the rising Sun to visit us,to give light to those who live
in darkness and the shadow of death
and to guide our feet
into the way of peace.’

Luke 1:67-79

Zechariah is bursting with praise as he proclaims that God is at work in the

world and the Saviour is coming! He is full of joy as he announces that his own

son, John, will act as a witness and light-bearer to the loving kindness of God. 

 
Today, God’s promise is still true. Whatever 2020 has looked like, He still

promises to be a light in the darkness and to rescue His people (you and me!) In

this prayer, named the Benedictus, we are reminded that God chose to come to

us as a vulnerable child, with an ordinary family, in a cold stable… so that we

would never be afraid to come close to Him.

 
As we enter into Christmas Eve, let’s take the time to ask God to remind us once

again of His great love and mercy. How He is Emmanuel – God With Us, in every

circumstance of our lives.
Jade Broadley

Mother of Unfailing Help Parish
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Friday 25th December 2020
Christmas Day!

In the beginning was the Word:
and the Word was with God
and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things came to be,
not one thing had its being but through him.
All that came to be had life in him
and that life was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark,
a light that darkness could not overpower.
The Word was the true light
that enlightens all men;
and he was coming into the world.
He was in the world
that had its being through him,
and the world did not know him.
He came to his own domain
and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God,
to all who believe in the name of him
who was born not out of human stock



or urge of the flesh
or will of man
but of God himself.
The Word was made flesh,
he lived among us,
and we saw his glory,
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father,
full of grace and truth.

John 1:1-5,9-14

The passage from the Gospel today tells us that The Word, who in the
beginning was with God and was God, became flesh and lived among us in
the person of Jesus Christ. It says that Jesus, the word of God, is a light
for all people, a light that darkness could not overpower and that to all who
accept Him, He gives power to become children of God.
When the Gospel writer uses the phrase ‘children of God’, he’s not just
talking about people young in age; he is referring to the whole of
humanity, young and old. For in God’s eyes, we are all His children.
So you see, Christmas really is for children. For men and women of all ages
who are the children of God and who are called to make his light shine for
the whole world.
A very Happy Christmas to you all. May God bless you and all your family!

+ Marcus Stock
Bishop of Leeds
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