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DIOCESE OF LEEDS 

GUIDANCE FOR THE CELEBRATION OF CONFIRMATION 
DURING THE COVID-19 CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC 

REVISED FOR USE AFTER 17TH MAY 2021 – STEP 3 GOVERNMENT ROADMAP OUT OF LOCKDOWN 
 

 

Introduction 

This guidance assumes that the established diocesan requirements for churches to be open are in 

place. In particular, the maximum safe operating capacity of the church must continue to be 

observed and the number and position within the church of people attending at any one time 

should be overseen by volunteer stewards.  
 

Number of People Attending the Rite of Confirmation within Mass 

When the Rite of Confirmation is celebrated within Mass, the number of people allowed to attend 

will be limited to the secure capacity determined by the COVID-19 risk assessment for the church 

building. This number does not include the clergy, altar servers, nor persons volunteering (e.g., 

stewards) or working (e.g., organist, cantor). People attending must remain within their household 

or support bubble groups in the church and observe strict social distancing between each separate 

group. When the Rite of Confirmation takes place within the context of Holy Mass, the diocesan 

guidance for the celebration of Mass (revised 17.05.2021) should be observed. 
 

Number of People Attending the Rite of Confirmation outside Mass 

When the Rite of Confirmation is celebrated outside of Mass, the number of persons allowed to 

attend must be restricted to 30. This number does not include the clergy, altar servers, nor persons 

volunteering (e.g., stewards) or working (e.g., organist, cantor). People attending must remain 

within their household or support bubble groups in the church and observe strict social distancing 

between each separate group. 
 

Face Coverings 

All those who are attending, including the candidates for Confirmation, should observe the 

general requirements for the use of face-coverings unless they are under 11 years of age or are 

exempt from doing so. 
 

The Rite of Confirmation 

In either form of celebration, the Rite of Confirmation should be conducted in such a way as to 

avoid the excess movement of people in the church building and for social distancing to be 

observed. 
 

The Laying on of Hands 

The priest should extend his hands towards the candidate(s) for Confirmation without touching 

them and pray the associated prayer. 
 

The Anointing with Sacred Chrism 

In advance of the liturgical celebration, the priest should pre-prepare a sufficient number of cotton 

buds/swabs infused with the Sacred Chrism, one for each candidate for Confirmation. These 

should be arranged in such a way that the priest can pick-up the dry ends of the swabs without 

touching the tips infused with the Sacred Chrism.  
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Ensuring a clear arms-length distance between the candidate and himself, the priest should pick-

up one of the swabs and anoint the candidate by making the sign of the cross with the tip infused 

with the Sacred Chrism on the candidate’s forehead whilst saying the prescribed sacramental 

form. The priest should not impose his hand on the candidate’s head at the same time as the 

anointing1. A separate container should be at hand into which the priest can place the swabs after 

each one has been used.  

Once this has been done, he can then approach the next candidate and repeat the action as 

necessary. The priest should offer the peace of Christ to each newly confirmed candidate without 

physical contact. 

After the priest has completed the anointing of all of the candidates, he should clean his hands and 

remove any of the Sacred Chrism which may have run down the swab onto his hand.  

Those who are newly Confirmed may participate in the Prayer of the Faithful, but they should 

sanitise their hands before and avoid touching the book or the microphone. 

If the Rite is celebrated within Mass, the newly Confirmed should receive Holy Communion under 

one kind only, in the hand.  
 

After the Celebration 

Any photographs of the event should be taken with care to ensure social distancing between 

different households and social bubbles. All should be done so that this does not detract from the 

happiness of the occasion. 

No social receptions or celebratory parties after the sacramental celebration should take place on 

the church’s premises. Where families want to gather, they should do so outside of the church 

environment and must have regard to the Government’s Step 3 Roadmap out of Lockdown 

restrictions on meeting either indoors or outdoors. 

The priest should place the used altar linens into a receptacle for laundry. All sacred vessels 

should be washed in hot water with a little neutral soap and dried completely before storing. The 

cotton buds/swabs used for the anointings should be burned. Any traces of the Sacred Chrism in 

the containers used for holding the swabs should be cleansed using tissues or cotton wool, these 

materials should be burned with the swabs. The containers should then be thoroughly cleansed 

and dried completely. Any discarded printed materials should be removed and bagged for 

disposal. 

The church should be closed after the celebration has finished in order to clean the areas of the 

church which have been used. 

If there is cause for concern regarding the possible contamination of clerical vestments worn 

during the celebration of these rites, these should be washed in accordance with the 

manufacturer’s instructions, using the warmest water setting allowed for the fabric and allowing 

time for them to dry completely. 

 
1  Letter from the Congregation of Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Prot. N. 470/20, On 

the Administration of the Sacrament of Confirmation, 1st October 2020. 


